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OKLAHOMA RESEARCH DAY:
Students and participants from 
universities across Oklahoma 
visited SWOSU Friday, March 
8, to participate in Oklahoma 
Research Day. 
ETA IOTA SIGMA:
Eta Iota Sigma is working on 
fundraising and planning for 
upcoming events this semester. 
ON-CAMPUS JOB BENEFITS:
Students discuss the pros and 
cons of working an on-campus 
job, compared to off-campus job 
opportunities. 
LADY BULLDOGS:
The Lady Bulldogs won the 
GAC tournament, making them 
22-0 in coference play. They 
will play Emporia State in Hays, 
Kansas, on March 15. 

























Do you ever wonder what happens 
when there’s bad weather on the horizon 
and school is in session? 
School closures are decided by Pres-
ident Randy Beutler. There is a team of 
employees that monitor the weather and 
advise the President. Once a decision is 
made, President Beutler advises Vice Presi-
dent Adler, who calls Chief Brown. 
Chief Brown then contacts Dispatcher 
Chain, who then types up the notification 
and sends it out on the SWOSU Alert 
System. Campus police ask that you not 
call us and ask us if the campus is closing. 
As soon as we have the information from 
President Beutler, it is sent out almost 
immediately. 
Have you signed up for the SWOSU 
Alert System so that you may get the 
weather notifications? If not, go to https://
www.swosu.edu/resources/alert.aspx and 
sign up. You can register your number 
and one additional number for free. The 
only thing needed is a mobile phone with 
texting capabilities. 
We do not over-use the system, so 
there are usually very few text alerts sent. 
This alert system is not only used for 
weather notification, but also for emer-
gency situations. 
If school goes on lockdown, we don’t 
want you not knowing what’s going on 
and walking around outside. Sign up! If 
schools are closed for ice, we don’t want 
you falling outside and having to get up 
and find the classroom doors locked. 
We encourage every student to sign 
up. The alerts are for students on both the 
Weatherford and Sayre campuses.
Importance of signing up for SWOSU Alert System
SWIM scheduled
for March 28
The Southwestern Interscholastic 
Meet, better known as SWIM, will 
be Thursday, March 28.
According to New Student Ori-
entation Coordinator Taler Alexan-
der, SWIM is the longest-running 
interscholastic meet in the state, as 
this is SWOSU’s 106th year to host 
the contest. 
This year, more than 60 schools 
are expected to participate. 
Each year, students compete for 
individual awards, as well as awards 
for their respective schools. There is 
also sweepstakes awards awarded to 
schools in three different divisions. 
Schools with 600 or more stu-
dents enrolled in freshman through 
senior classes are considered Class I. 
Schools with 151-599 are considered 
Class II, and those with 150 students 
or less are placed in Class III. 
Last year, the winners were 
Southmoore High School (Class I), 
Weatherford High School (Class II) 
and Drummond High School (Class 
III). 
Provided
Tau Beta Sigma held a seminar on 
March 6 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for wom-
en in music, as well as for women in the 
workplace.
One of the missions of Tau Beta Sigma 
is to empower women in music. This event 
was planned in an attempt to gain recogni-
tion for women and what they have some-
times to go through for their careers.
The speakers for the event were Belinda 
Watson and Gena Thompson, two teachers 
from Mustang.
They shared some of their experiences 
as women taking on a position of teaching 
band. They also gave some advice on how 
to handle being a woman in the workplace.
Watson and Thompson both spoke 
about facing condescension while coming 
into their professions. Another point that 
the two discussed was institutional misogy-
ny in education.
None of what they said was to put 
men in  a bad light though. Both women 
stated that there are still men throughout 
the profession who are very accepting and 
welcoming, not all men are condescending 
towards women.
Watson and Thompson wanted only for 
their audience to better understand and be 
prepared for what they could possibly run 
into during their futures.
Their advice for their audience was dif-
ferent ways they’ve found to deal with these 
things and more.
One piece of advice was to take what 
you get and make it what you want.
This was advice for taking on whatever 
job you can get during teaching and mold it 
to be something that works for you and for 
your students.
The biggest pieces of advice for women 
though were to play with the boys, don’t 
fight for stupid stuff, and have fun and 
laugh.
The focus of the seminar was to really 
give a voice to women and encourage them 
to take a stand; it was to remind women 
to keep in mind the legacy they will create 
during their lives.
Women’s seminar offers empowering advice
Speakers at the women’s seminar dis-
cussed struggles women face in music 
and in the workplace.
Marshall Wallace discusses his research project with students, faculty and guests at Oklahoma Research Day. See 
more pictures and read about this event on Page 2. 
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Dr. Tugba Sevin, of the language and 
literature department, has been part of 
the SWOSU faculty for five and a half 
years. 
In her time at SWOSU, the most un-
forgettable memory she has is the day the 
world languages minor was created.
She is the coordinator for the minor 
and considers it to be her second child 
that is growing every day with SWOSU 
students. 
Sevin graduated with her doctorate 
degree from Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
When she was growing up, she wanted 
to be a pilot and travel the world. She was 
always very interested in other languages.
 Her parents wanted her to become a 
surgeon or medical doctor like them, but 
her heart was set on teaching languag-
es. She was stubborn and followed her 
dream. 
Once Sevin retires, she wants to move 
to her favorite place, the Greek island of 
Kos. 
Her favorite color is purple, because it 
brings her serenity. 
Her hobbies include learning, practic-
ing Greek because of her Greek back-
ground, listening to international music 
and memorizing the lyrics to songs in 
different languages. She also takes an 
interest in creating jewelry. 
An interesting fact about Sevin is she 
is fluent in five languages and working 
on mastering a sixth language. By the age 
of five, she had already mastered three 
languages. Another fact about Sevin is she 
is very superstitious. 
Her piece of advice for students is to 
learn another language because languages 
are the key to the world, and they expand 
employment opportunities. She says you 
can travel anywhere by learning a new 
language. 






Photo by Lexi Clark






SWOSU hosts 20th annual Oklahoma Research Day
SWOSU hosted the 20th annual Okla-
homa Research Day Friday, March 8, in 
the Pioneer Cellular Event Center and the 
Wellness Center. 
Registration began 9 a.m.  in the 
PCEC with 526 posters registered and 854 
student and faculty presenters, according 
to Dr. Lori Gwyn, director of the Office of 
Sponsored Programs. 
The presenters were split into two post-
er sessions. The first session began 10 a.m. 
in the Wellness Center and lasted until 
11:30 a.m. The banquet, featuring Dr. Eric 
Tippeconnic as the keynote speaker, began 
at 11:15 a.m. in the PCEC and lasted until 
12:45 p.m. 
The banquet began with an introduc-
tion by Dr. James South, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs at SWOSU. 
Students, faculty and guests at the ban-
quet watched students from the SWOSU 
Department of Music perform “Hab’ mir’s 
gelobt” from Act III of Richard Strauss’s 
Der Rosenkavalier. 
Chancellor Glenn Johnson of the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Edu-
cation greeted students, faculty and guests. 
Tippeconnic, who is an artist and historian 
specializing in Native American history, 
then spoke about his  heritage, as his moth-
er is from Denmark and his father is part 
of the Comanche tribe. 
The banquet was concluded with re-
marks from South. Following the banquet, 
participants gathered for a group photo 
to commemorate the 20th anniversary of 
Oklahoma Research Day. 
After the group photo, a second poster 
session took place in the Wellness Center 
from 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
Right: SWOSU student Car-
oline Quam discusses results 
of her research. Below right: 
SWOSU students Kaitlyn 
Dillon and Isaiah Norwood 
speak with guests visiting 
their research poster. Below: 
Dr. Eric Tippeconnic was the 
keynote speaker at the Okla-
homa Research Day banquet.
Professor spotlight: Dr. Tugba Sevin 
Here at SWOSU, there is a club 
for the world languages and cultures 
association, alongside a world lan-
guages minor that is offered. 
The club was established to pro-
mote languages and cultural diversity 
at SWOSU. 
Members of the club meet once a 
month to celebrate and focus on the 
unique aspects of languages from all 
around the world. 
The club is open to everyone. 
Students don’t need to be enrolled in 
a language course or have a language 
background. The club is also free to 
join. 
Each club meeting usually follows 
a theme. For example, theme of the 
February meeting was tea. Members 
of the club brought various types of 
tea from countries across the globe. 
The theme of the March meeting is 
International Women’s Month. 
At 3 p.m. March 27 in the East 
Ballroom of the Student Union, there 
will be a celebration for International 
Women’s Month with the participa-
tion of the World Languages Club. 
The celebration will also include 
five international students each giving 
a presentation about female figures 
who have helped to inspire their 
country and culture. 
The World Languages Club will 
also host a T-shirt sale in the lobby of 
the Student Union March 26-27 from 
noon to 3 p.m., during World Lan-
guages Week. 
The world languages minor is 
also available to all students at 
SWOSU. The minor consists of 19 
credit hours and can be completed 
through a total of five courses. It can 
also be offered fully online through 
request by the student or classes can 
be accessed through Zoom. In this 
minor, students are required to learn 
a minimum of two languages. The 
available languages are Italian, Latin, 
Spanish, German and American Sign 
Language. Students can also receive a 
personalized schedule designed by Dr. 
Tugba Sevin. 
For more information on the 
World Languages Club or the world 
languages minor, contact Sevin at 
tugba.sevin@swosu.edu. 
World languages minor, club at SWOSU
Southwestern Staff Photos
The Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference sponsored an intertribal 
powwow Saturday, March 9 in the Pioneer Cellular Event Center, featuring 
the SWOSU Native American Student Association. The intertribal powwow 
featured gourd dancing, a meal, vendors and more. 
Student association featured at intertribal powwow
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The SWOSU sorority Eta Iota 
Sigma is in the middle of  fundraising 
season and is planning for more events 
to come for the spring semester. 
The sorority conducts fundraisers 
every semester to gather funds to fi-
nancially support their activities such 
as retreats and outreach. 
Eta Iota Sigma is a Christian sorority 
on campus that accepts new members 
every semester. 
Their mission statement accord-
ing to their Facebook page is to be a 
“sisterhood among women who seek 
to nourish their bond with the Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  
“My favorite part of  being in Eta 
Iota Sigma is how I have been able to 
make lifelong Christian friends that 
push me to do my best,” sophomore 
member Kambree Farmer said. 
Eta Iota Sigma has been staying busy 
with various fundraisers. The sorority 
teamed up with several institutions to 
host these fundraisers.  
The first institution to partner with 
the sorority was Qdoba Mexican Eats 
of  Weatherford on Feb. 24 from 11-2 
p.m. Eta Iota Sigma received 10 percent 
of  all profits. 
Another one of  these institutions 
being Fit Nutrition located 212 W. 
Main St. in Weatherford on March 1 
from 7 a.m.–7 p.m. In the 12-hour time 
span, 18 percent of  proceeds went to 
the sorority. 
The most recent fundraiser was a 
spaghetti dinner held on March 7 at 
Pine Acres Church in Weatherford. The 
event was from 5-7 p.m.
Tickets were sold at $10 and in-
cluded all-you-can-eat spaghetti, bread 
sticks, drinks, salad and a dessert. 
During this event, the sorority also 
held a raffle. Any tickets that had been 
purchased for the meal could also be 
entered into the raffle. There was also 
an option to purchase only a raffle 
ticket for $5.  
The raffle included gift baskets for 
various items such as Pioneer Woman, 
Kendra Scott, Vera Bradley, hair care 
items, gift certificates from the Kloset, 
Maurice’s gift cards, The Cup gift cards, 
RX Brew gift cards, Fit Nutrition gift 
cards and New Creation Nutrition gift 
cards. 
Along with the previously men-
tioned fundraisers, the sorority also 
held a bake sale on Valentine’s Day and 
is planning to do more for New Student 
Orientation days according to Eta Iota 
Sigma President Sierra Bowdre. 
All of  these fundraisers will go to-
ward funding events and fees for the 
sorority. One of  these events is spring 
retreat that will be held on April 12-13. 
“I’m looking forward to our spring 
retreat where we get to welcome in our 
new sisters and share our walk with 
Jesus,” Bowdre said.  
The sorority would like to extend an 
invitation to anyone that would like to 
join for a worship night at 7 p.m. April 
4 at Pine Acres Church. 
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SWOSU student leadership is gearing up 
for a busy year in 2019. 
The first big events of  the year that 
orientation leaders will be helping with is 
new student orientation days. 
Six new student orientation sessions 
that will occur in the spring, as well as the 
summer. New student orientation is when 
incoming freshman and students come in 
to enroll at SWOSU for the 2019 semester, 
as well as check out on campus housing, 
campus, and so forth. 
Orientation leaders will assist in each of  
these things in every well possible, they will 
help enroll the students, mainly by putting 
orientation leaders with their respective 
majors to help out the new students.  
 “I decided to join the OL family because 
I wanted to be involved in a group that leads 
incoming freshman and current students to 
make them feel more comfortable in college 
and make friends a lot easier,” said Justin 
Billingsley, a second year orientation leader, 
who is one of  the leaders of  student leader-
ship. “My favorite part about OL is getting 
to meet all the new students and getting to 
teach them in class about the college life.” 
Billingsley will also be a camp counselor 
at Camp Duke, which is an event for fresh-
man right before they get to SWOSU for 
the fall semester, to get more familiar with 
the university and meet other incoming 
freshman. 
This will be Billingsley’s second year 
counseling at Camp Duke. He will also be a 
teacher’s assistant in a freshman orientation 
class in the fall. Freshman take a mandatory 
freshman orientation class for the first eight 
weeks of  the semester. 
Billingsley, along with every other ori-
entation leader, will be assisting in at least 
one freshman orientation class apiece. If  
you have any further questions, contact 
Billingsley, or Student Leadership director 
Taler Alexander, a former OL, who is now 
in her sixth year as director.
Student leadership 
readies for busy 2019
Photo provided
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Holi Festival celebrates 
colors, love, good-evil
To signify the start of  the spring season, 
the Southwestern International Student 
Association will be putting on a Holi fes-
tival on March 26. 
The festival is a Hindu celebration of  
colors, love, fertility and the triumph of  
good over evil as cold temperatures finally 
are defeated. 
At the event students will be given 
colored powered to throw at one another, 
signifying the emergence of  spring colors 
The event will be held on the lawn in 
front of  the Memorial Student Center. 
All SWOSU students are invited to 
attend, and it will be free of  charge. The 
festival will start at 2 p.m. and end some-
where around 4 p.m. 
SISA Vice President Adedamola Ola 
said the event, “will be merry with music 
playing in the background, as participants 
will be enriched with colors.” 
Ola emphasized that those wishing to 
participate in the festival need to either 
wear a “white T-shirt to show the color 
of  the dust or to wear an old T-shirt that 
is able to be ruined.” 
For those who have neither of  the two 
or who forget, SISA will be selling white 
T-shirts for $5 a piece at the event, Ola said. 
Another on-campus organization that 
has took notice of  the upcoming event is 
the Collegiate Activities Board. 
CAB Director Katie Warnick said that 
she “is eager to attend the event.” 
Warnick also said that she “is thankful 
that SWOSU gives students the oppor-
tunity to shrink the world by putting on 
events such as Holi that celebrate culture 
and diversity.” 
Students or faculty that have questions 
about Holi or SISA can email Ola at olaa@
student.swosu.edu. 
For students interested in joining SISA, 
the club meets on the second Thursday of  
every month at 8 p.m. in Room 212 of  the 
Science Building.
Photo provided








Shih wins talent show
Han Yu Shih, who performed a street 
dance dedicated to his grandfather is the 
winner of  the Bulldog Blitz Talent Show 
place March 7. 
The show included musical performanc-
es, dances and a comedy actl.
“In attending these talent shows for the 
past several years, I am always amazed at 
the great talent that our SWOSU students 
possess,” SWOSU President Randy Beutler 
said. “Last night was no exception.” 
Hosting the event was Marshall Wallace, 
president of  SGA. The show was spon-
sored by the Collegiate Activities Board. 
Brian Adler, vice president of  Public 
Relations and Marketing, Kim Liebscher, 
interim Dean of  Students, Kendra Brown, 
chief  director of  Public Safety, Todd Boyd, 
director of  Enrollment Management and 
Beutler were judges for the show this year. 
“I enjoyed the Bulldog Blitz talent show 
very much,” Adler said. “All of  the acts did 
a very good job. As usual, it was hard to 
pick one winner.” 
Last year’s winners, the band Yester-
dayz Pantz, performed the song “Lost in 
Oklahoma” and was the runner-up for this 
year’s show. 
“Bulldog Blitz 2019 did not disappoint,” 
Liebscher said. “Our students all did well, 
our winner, Han Yu Shih’s performance, 
was not only entertaining but extremely 
moving. We have a wealth of  talent in the 
Dawghouse.” 
Nine student acts competed to win 
a cash prize and a chance to perform at 
SWOSUpalooza during the day’s activities 
on April 6 at Crowder Lake University Park. 
The acts scheduled to perform were: 
Jason Ralstin - Singing; Anjaly Var-
ughese, Joanne Thomas, Neenu Kakkanatt 
- Bollywood Dance;  Arpana James and 
Joseph Nguyen - Singing; Han Yu Shih - 
Street Dance;  Caitlin Seigrist - Singing; 
Nathen Johnson - Comedy/Impression 
Skit; Miranda Giessel and Davison Nguy-
en - Singing; Julio Esquivel and Natanya 
Hernandez - Folklore Dance;  Madison 
Matli, Mark Matli, Carter Baker - Yesterdayz 
Pantz - Band
Han Yu Shih dancing during his prformance during the Bulldog Blitz Talent 
Show
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Pros, cons of working 
on-campus, off-campus 
David Toelle 
For The Southwestern 
Spring break is approaching students as they finish midterms and prepare for some time off. 
SWOSU students share their 
plans for 2019 spring break 
Many students work jobs during their college 
career. 
Working on campus or off  campus jobs 
have many pros and cons. Halle Penner, a 
freshman biology major works at Therawest of  
Weatherford.  
“There are lots of  positives to working an 
off-campus job,” Penner sid. “You can possibly 
make a little more money, you get off  of  the 
campus, plus my work day ends at 5 p.m. so I get 
evenings at home. 
“It also gives me benefits and helps me build 
relationships outside of  SWOSU.”  
Penner also said there are multiple disadvan-
tages as well.  
“I don’t know as many people on campus, 
plus I don’t get to build my hours around my 
schedule as much.” 
Halle also said that there are no work benefits, 
such as you would get for working on campus. 
Todd Warren, who has worked on campus 
 SWOSU students experience different benefits with different jobs during their time in college.
Spring Break offers a variety of  different 
options, some students go to the beach, the 
mountains, or some just decide to stay home 
and work.’ 
With break approaching March 18-22, some 
SWOSU students offered perspectives on 
different approaches to the week away from 
classes. 
Dakota Key is a fifth-year student at 
SWOSU majoring in business entrepreuneur-
ship. 
“I plan on just going back to my hometown 
of  Vici, Oklahoma, and just working,” he said 
of  his spring break plans. “With this being my 
final semester at SWOSU, finishing my masters, 
spring break is the perfect time for me to work 
and make some extra money before I lock in 





four years while working toward, his degree in mu-
sic performance and education, said there are quite 
a few pros and cons working on campus as well. 
“As a music performance major, I have a very 
busy schedule, so working an on-campus job that 
works around my schedule is vital,” Warren said. 
Warren said the pay is not great. 
“The only downside for me is that the pay is not 
enough to sustain much of  anything after bills.” 
Madison Klein, senior chemistry major, works 
on campus as well and says that working on cam-
pus is very enjoyable.  
“It’s really fun to get to know so many people 
on campus and help them,” Klein said. 
“I’ve been working on campus for three years, 
and the relationships and opportunities I’ve gained 
are awesome.” 
Finding a job that works best for you might take 
some time. There are plenty of  options on campus 
and in Weatherford for students to join the work 
force.
“In years past I have done different things over 
spring break, including going to Las Vegas one year 
along with the beach in Florida the previous year”, 
Key said. “I would just like to add that I hope no 
matter what everyone does throughout the break, 
that everyone stays safe and has safe travels.” 
Key has been a student at SWOSU since the 2014-
15 school year, knowing what it takes to succeed, and 
knowing how to get involved on campus in more 
ways than one. 
Trenton Palmer, a sophomore at SWOSU major-
ing in prephysical therapy, also discussed his spring 
break plans. 
“I plan on going back home, spending time with 
family and friends along with working,” Palmer said. 
“The break will be a good time to make some money 
as I finish up the school year and go into the summer 
before the start of  my junior year here at SWOSU.”
Upcoming 
Events
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM Castle Exam 
11:00 AM - 1:30 PM Free College Lunch 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Office Personnel Luncheon 
12:00 PM - 12:55 PM OU Master of Accountancy visit with 
students 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Student Success Focus Group 
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Castle Exam 
1:50 PM - 2:30 PM Workshop: Using the New Improved Analyt-
ics in Canvas 
2:00 PM - 6:00 PM Softball vs. Tarleton State University TX 
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Baseball vs. University of Central Oklahoma 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Biology Department Meeting 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM SWOSU Theatre Auditions for 10-Minute 
Plays 
8:30 PM - 11:00 PM Phi Delta Theta Executive Committee 
Meeting
Thursday, March 14, 2019
All Day Women’s Track and Field at OBU Early Outdoor Invita-
tional 
8:00 AM - 8:50 AM AM Fitness 
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM Workshop: Using the Canvas Help Guide 
Videos 
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM Engineering Technology Advisory Board 
Meeting 
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM Sorosis Club Luncheon 
1:30 PM - 5:00 PM TOEFL ITP 
1:50 PM - 2:30 PM Workshop: Using Attendance & Roll call 
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Phi Lambda Sigma Leadership Dinner 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Phi Lambda Sigma Seminar 
Friday, March 15, 2019
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM Workshop: How to use the Accessibility 
Checker in Canvas 
2:00 PM - 6:00 PM Softball at Ouachita Baptist AR 
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Baseball vs. Ouachita Baptist University 
5:00 PM - 11:55 PM Spring Break Begins 
Saturday, March 16, 2019
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baseball vs. Ouachita Baptist University 
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Softball at Ouachita Baptist AR 
Monday, March 18, 2019
All Day Men’s Golf at UCO Classic 
All Day SWOSU Campus Closed - Holiday
Tuesday, March 19, 2019
All Day Men’s Golf at UCO Classic 
All Day SWOSU Campus Closed - Holiday 
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baseball vs. Oklahoma Baptist University
The Southwestern
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Friday, Mar. 15, vs Emporia State, Hays, Kan. 2:30 p.m.
Track and Field
Thursday, Mar. 14,  at OBU Early Outdoor invatational, 
Shawnee, Okla.
Mar.29-30, at OBU invatational, Shawnee, Okla.
Saturday, Apr. 6, at Route 66 Relays, Yukon, Okla.
Baseball
Friday, Mar. 15, vs Ouachita Baptist, Weatherford, Okla. 3 
p.m.
Saturday, Mar. 16 vs Ouachita Baptist, Weatherford, Okla. 1 
p.m. and 4 p.m. (Double Header)
Tuesday, Mar. 18 vs Oklahoma Baptist, Weatherford. 2 p.m.
Women’s Golf
Mar. 25-26, at Barry Women’s Invatational, Miami, Fla.
Rodeo
Apr. 5-7, at Garden City CC, Garden City, Kan.
Softball
Wednesday, Mar. 13, at Tarleton State (Double Header), 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Friday, Mar. 15, at Ouachita Baptist (Double Header), 2 p.m. 
and 4 p.m.
Men’s Golf
Mar.18-19, at UCO Classic, Edmond, Okla. (Oak Tree C.C 
East)
Sports information photoCoach Kelsi Musick talking to her starters before tipoff.
Lexi Clark
Editor
  Hailey Tucker has helped lead 
the Lady Bulldogs to success 
during her time at SWOSU, but 
says her transition to a college 
athlete wasn’t as easy as people 
may assume. 
  “I had to work harder than I 
ever have before, because being a 
college athlete is just that—hard 
work.” Tucker said. 
“Don’t get me wrong though, I 
am one of the most competitive 
people you’ll ever meet, so if I 
knew someone was better than me 
or outworking me, I wanted to beat 
them. That ultimately made me 
become a better player.” 
  As the daughter of two all-state 
athletes, she has always been 
involved in basketball. 
From her first day at SWOSU, her 
goal has been to become the best 
player she could be in order for her 
team to be successful. As a team, 
Tucker says they have had some 
big goals, but none bigger than this 
season.
  “We wanted to win the regular season, win 
the conference tournament, host and win 
the regional tournament, and ultimately 
win the national championship,” she said. 
“We’ve achieved one of these goals, now 
it’s time to check the rest off.”
  Despite the struggles she has faced, 
Tucker said the most important thing a 
coach has taught her is to be confident and 
hold her head high, even if the odds are 
not in her favor.
  In her sport, Tucker said her strengths are 
her height and the ability to keep her head 
in tough situations. 
Her weaknesses she wants to work on 
improving are her speed and her defense. 
She describes herself as competitive and 
gives her parents credit for raising her to 
be competitive and striving to be the best 
player. 
  A quote she tries to live by in both 
athletics and in life is, “When the going 
gets tough, the tough get going.” 
  Tucker said she is very superstitious, and 
tries to keep her pregame routine the same 
for each game. 
Before each game, she gets to the gym 
early to be the first one on the court for 
warm-ups.
Another routine she follows is wearing 
the exact same spandex and sports bra for 
every game.  
  Tucker’s favorite sports hero is Pat 
Summit, who she describes as an incredible 
person and coach. 
  “I always wished I could have met her 
before she passed on,” Tucker said. 
“I loved her because of her fire, wit and 
competitiveness whenever it came to the 
sport of basketball. I love all of her player 
and the stories they have to tell about her.” 
   As for her experience at SWOSU, Tucker 
doesn’t have any regrets. 
The only thing she would do differently 
is to slow down and enjoy the moments 
more. 
Her advice to incoming athletes and 
students is to enjoy every moment. 
  “The people here at SWOSU care about 
every single person that walks onto this 
campus, and if you get to experience being 
a Bulldog, you are truly blessed.”
Tucker reflects on one-of-kind 
career, time at Southwestern
The Lady Bulldogs have 
completed their incredible 
Great American Conference 
journey. 
The  Lady  Bul ldogs 
finished off  the complete 
sweep of  the GAC on 
Sunday, defeating Arkansas 
Tech by a score of  87-66. 
This makes them an 
unfathomable  22-0 in 
conference play, beating 
every opponent at least 
twice, and beating a few 
opponents on three different 
occasions. 
G a m e  o n e  o f  t h e 
GAC tournament was an 
abolsute nail biter. Playing 
Northestern Oklahoma 
State in one of  the toughest 
GAC games of  the year, the 
Lady Bulldogs came across 
victorious by a score of  
78-73. 
Hailey Tucker had a 
monster game, playing all 
40 minutes on the night, 
while scoring 19 points, 
making all ten free throws 
attempted, and adding in 
three blocks to go along 
with nine rebounds as well.
Four Lady Bulldogs 
scored in double figures, 
with Priddy putting together 
16, with Tyra Aska and 
Bethany Franks both getting 
14 as well. 
This game really showsed 
the Lady Bulldogs grit, as 
Northestern led by five after 
the first quarter, and the 
score being tied at the end 
of  the third quarter. 
Luckily, this team found 
a way to get it done in the 
fourth quarter, outscoring 
Northwestern by five, and 
really coming up clutch at 
the end. 
The second game of  the 
tournament came against 
Harding University, who they 
have had some tough battles 
with this year, and in the past. 
But this was not one of  
those tough battles, as the 
Lady Buldogs won easily by 
a score of  70-42, making 
their personal mission to beat 
Harding for a third time this 
season, getting them to the 
GAC conference tournament 
championship game.
Another game with four 
Lady Bulldogs in double 
figures, led by Priddy with 19 
points on the night, followed 
by Taylor Hendrick who had 
16 points in only 24 minutes 
of  action. 
The Lady Bulldogs came 
out strong, leading 21-8 after 
the first quarter, but the 
second period was a different 
story, with Harding cutting 
the lead to only three at 
halftime.
Although it was anybody’s 
game at that point, the Lady 
Bulldogs came out of  the 
half  very strong, eventually 
outscoring Harding by an 
impressive 25 in the second 
half. 
This was one of  the 
most lopsided halfs of  the 
entire season, giving that 
outscoring a team by 25 in 
a half  is extreme difficult to 
do no matter who you are 
playing, much less doing it in 
the conference tournament 
semifinals when everything 
is on the line. 
That has been the theme 
this entire season, when 
things start to get close and 
palms get sweaty, the Lady 
Bulldogs are the best versions 
of  themselves, relying on 
their veterans to step up and 
rise to the occasion. 
T h e n  c o m e s  t h e 
championship game this past 
Sunday, the Lady Bulldogs 
took on Arkansas Tech, a 
team that they have handled 
easily the previous two times 
but put up a good fight. 
This time around, the Lady 
Bulldogs won by a score of  
87-66 and once again really 
brought the energy once the 
fourth quarter came around. 
Outscoring Arkansas Tech 
by 13. 
Tyra Aska completely 
took over this game, scoring 
25 ponts which was a game-
high, shooting four of  five 
from the 3-point line, as well 
as adding in 13 rebounds and 
3 steals. 
Aska was everywhere on 
the court from start to finish, 
playing 38 minutes and 
leading the Lady Bulldogs 
to the championship..
The Lady Bulldogs were 
then announced as the two 
seed in the Central Regional 
and will take on the seven 
seeded Emporia State, who 
they lost to the first game of  
the regular season, they will 
now get a chance to redeem 
themselves in the Division 2 
tournament. The game will 
be held in Hays, Kansas this 
Friday and the start time is to 
be determined.
The Lady Bulldogs softball 
team was in action this past 
week, winning three of  four 
at home against the number 
one team in the nation. This 
was an outstanding with in 
SWOSU athletcis and the 
Lady Bulldogs softball team 
will be back on the field this 
upcoming weekend.
Lady Bulldogs win GAC 
tourney, get No. 2 seed
in Division II regional
Hailey Tucker
            Lady Bulldogs celebrate GAC championship.
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Hometown: El Reno, OK
Major: General Studies
Why did you choose SWOSU?
It was closer to home and cheaper.
What are your hobbies?
My hobbies are sleeping, playing video games, and eating.
What do you want to do when you graduate?
I want to be a veterinarian.
What’s your favorite movie quote?
“I wish there was a way to know you were in the good 













Hometown: El Reno, OK
Classification: Freshman
Major: Political science
Why did you choose your major?
I want to be able to positively influence people in the 
government to make decision in the betterment of  the 
people.
What are your hobbies?
I like to read fictional books and hang out at the lake.
Who has been a major influence in your life?
My Mema was a major influence in my life. She was 
always looking for the best of  people.
What’s your favorite quote?
“Manners Maketh Men”
-- Kingsman: The Secret Circle




Black Kettle Hall will 
host a Rock-Paper-Scissors 
Tournament at 6 p.m. March 
26. Food and refreshments 
will be served. It is free for 
all residents.
Photos provided by Residence Life
Oklahoma Hall residents enjoy relaxing with refreshments.
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University biology 
student Jennifer Abshire 
of  McLoud was recently 
named the American Soci-
ety of  Microbiology Young 
Ambassador for the state of  
Oklahoma. 
Abshire will serve as the 
Oklahoma representative to 
the ASM Young Ambassa-
dor program, which aims to 
advance the microbial sci-
ences and mobilize the next 
generation of  scientists to 
solve global challenges.
“The position is very 
prestigious and is often 
awarded to PhD Candidates 
or post-doctoral researchers 
working at large research 
institutions,” said Dr. Re-
gina McGrane, assistant 
professor in the SWOSU 
Department of  Biological 
Sciences in Weatherford. 
“For an undergraduate stu-
dent at a regional university 
to be awarded this honor is 
pretty unique.”
As an ASM Young Am-
bassador, Abshire will par-
ticipate in networking and 
professional development 
activities with other am-
bassadors from across the 
United States and around 
the world. She will aid in 
collaborations between 
ASM, Oklahoma universi-
ties and the local scientific 
community.
Abshire will communi-
cate Oklahoma’s specific 
funding and support needs 
to ASM and will work to 
instill a passion for science 
in future generations.
Last summer, Abshire 
participated in an under-
graduate research fellow-
ship supported by ASM 
and has since expressed her 
desire to bring Oklahoma 
into the “microbial future.” 
Abshire recognizes poten-
tial solutions to Oklahoma’s 
agricultural, environmental 
and health challenges within 
the field of  microbiology.
Through her appoint-
ment, Abshire hopes to host 
public awareness events, 
work with Oklahoma legis-
lators to promote funding 
for microbial research, and 
initiate a “Microbiologist 
for a Day” shadowing event 
for high school students.
Jennifer Abshire
Student named ASM Young Ambassador
SWOSU softball defeated 
the top-ranked team in the 
nation twice on Saturday to 
complete a 3-1 series victory 
over the No. 1 Muleriders.
SWOSU’s bats started off  
strong Saturday afternoon. 
Samantha Householder, 
Miranda Grover, Allyson 
Gafford all contributed 
combining for three hits in 
the first inning putting the 
Lady Dawgs on top early in 
the game.
In the fourth inning, 
Samantha Householder 
smashed a three-run home 
run to add to the Lady 
Dawgs lead.
Miranda Grover pitched 
a complete-game shutout, 
holding SAU’s high-powered 
offense to just five hits and 
allowing one walk.
The Lady Dawgs con-
tinued their offensive ex-
plosion in the second game 
of  the day, with Amanda 
Moreno got the momentum 
going by hitting a deep ball 
to left center sending in 
Householder, Donaldson, 
and Gafford to score which 
put the dawgs on the board 
and in the lead.
K ay t l i n  Dona ld son 
picked up the win, allowing 
six runs on five hits in the 
first 5.1 innings before Alisa 
Friesen pitched the final 1.2 
innings for the save.
Softball defeats nation’s No. 1 team 
